A new method for the determination of nitrogen in biologic material is described. It is basedon an improvedashingprocedureand the Berthelot reactton in which nitrogen is converted to indophenol.The concentration of this substance is determined photometrically. The proposedmethod yields the same results as the Keldahi procedure; however, it offers a higher degree of sensitivity combined with the same degree of accuracy. In addition, the determination requires only 4 hr., in comparisonto 24 hr. for the Kjeldahl method.
CURRENT METHODS for nitrogen determination in biologic material are based on a two-step principle:
The organic substance is ashed in the presence of sulfuric acid, and nitrogen is converted to ammonium sulfate.
Ammonia is then liberated and measured either titrimetrically or photometrically.
In the Kjeldahl procedure (1) ammonia is back titrated with sulfuric acid after steam distillation. The method is tedious and inaccurate. Modifications promising a higher sensitivity are very time-consuming and laborious (2) .
In theory, the photometric nitrogen determination based on Nessler's principle (3) is more satisfactory, but requires a pure solution of ammonia
(4).
This involves a time-consuming microdiffusion. Turbidities appearing even in the working range may interfere with the photometric reading (2, 5 
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Note: All reagents and glassware must be nitrogen-free. Figure  3 depicts a representative standard curve from which the nitrogen concentration of a sample can i)e read directly. In Table 1 In 
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